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the high Waters. At the top of this hill is a fine
prairie; the Road most used leads to the Village
where the temple is; others, which intersect it right
and left, lead to various hamlets. There are only 4
cabins in the one where the temple is; it is very
Spacious and covered with plaited canes, which are
renewed every year with great ceremonies, which it
would take too long to relate here. They begin by
a fast that lasts four days, accompanied by vomiting
until Blood comes. There are neither windows nor
Chimney in the temple and one can see only a little
by the light of the fire; and even then the door,
which is very low and Very narrow, must be open.
I imagine that the obscurity of the place inspires
them with respect. The old man who is the guardian
keeps the fire lighted all the time, and takes very
good care not to let it go out. It is in the middle of
the temple, in front of a sort of Mausoleum in the
Savage fashion. There are 3, which are 8 or g feet
long, about 6 feet wide, and g or 10 feet high. They
are supported by 4 large posts, covered with Cane
mats in quite neat Columns, And surmounted by a
ceiling of Canes interlaced. This would be very
graceful, were it not all darkened by smoke and cov-
ered with Soot. There is a large Mat that Serves
as a curtain to hide a large table, covered with 5 or 6
Cane Mats, on which stands a great Basket; it is not
permitted to open this, because the Spirit of Each
nation in this quarter reposes, it is said, with that of
the Natchez. I am annoyed with myself for not
having opened the Basket, although I would have
pained the Old man by drawing back the curtain and
trying to touch that Basket. There are othersinthe 2
other mausoleums, in which, they say, are the bones



